Ashford Board of Education

Meeting Minutes –– July 16, 2015

7:30 pm.

Note: Per C.G.S. 10-218, Board of Education meeting minutes are provided in a draft format within 48 hours of the date the meeting was held. With the exception of motions and votes recorded, these minutes are unofficial until they have been read and approved by a majority vote of the Board. Should edits be necessary, they will be made at a regularly scheduled meeting, noted in the meeting minutes, and so voted upon.

Call to Order

Board chair J. Rupert called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. Present were J. Rupert, K. Warren, J. Mozeiko, K. Rourke. Absent: D. Wesson, J. Lippert, and L. Donegan. Also present were Dr. Longo (Superintendent), T. Hopkins (Principal), Business Manager: D. Neel and staff member L. SanDiego. Present in the audience were: C. Silver-Smith and Don Bartolotta (YMCA program).
Persons to be Heard: C. Silver-Smith requested that whenever an email has been sent to her to please call her as she never received one of the emails that was sent. Some of the emails were being sent to her home email and not the BOF email. The BOF overlooked the fund transfer for FY 2014. This wasn’t noticed until the FY 2015 when a letter was sent to the BOF by Dr. Longo. She explained to the Board that the funds in the Unexpended Education Funds account can only be used for items that have already been placed on the town’s capital improvement plan. (attached to minutes). The balance can be rolled over from year-to-year until the balance reaches 3% of the budget. (sample attached to minutes).

Dr. Longo asked C. Silver-Smith how does he go to bid? Through the BOF or through the BOS? C. Silver-Smith believed he would go to the First Selectmen Mike Zambo. C. Silver-smith stated that she would like a member of the BOE to be present when requesting funds from the Unexpended Education Fund.

K. Rourke stated she would like to see the process of document with dates and times and when will the monies be transferred. C. Silver-Smith stated that would be done after the audit.

Dr. Longo asked C. Silver-Smith if it was necessary to send the BOF a letter every year and C. Silver-Smith said no. Some changes will be made in the Unexpended Education Funds Account (attached to minutes) and that will be one of the changes.

Don Bartolotta from Tolland would like to start a YMCA program for the children at the Ashford school this coming school year. He would like the BOE to administer the program and cover the insurance until Mr. Bartolotta can get the license for the YMCA at the school. This would take about eight months. He stated that five children were interested and he was going to follow through with phone calls to the 27 families that expressed interest in the program. Deadline date is Aug. 1st. He also stated that the staff is background checked yearly and they all receive medical/emergency training on issuing medications. The YMCA would close at 6 pm. (The flyer is attached to these minutes.) This will be discussed by the BOE under new business.

Communications: There were several communications: CABE, Marina Brand, 2 letters from the Bicknell Scholarship awardees; immunization, religious exempt, acknowledgement. (All these attached to these minutes.)

Approval of Minutes––June 15, 2015. K. Rourke motioned to accept the minutes of June 15, 2015. J. Mozeiko seconded. Motion passed with K. Warren abstaining.
Distribution of Administrative Reports: Dr. Longo presented his report and from the Administrative team. (Attached to these minutes).

New Business. Discussion of After School Care Program. K. Rourke motioned to add the YMCA program and  D. Neel (Business manager) to the agenda. J. Mozeika seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion was held on the YMCA program. Will the Ashford School insurance cover this program until licensing. Dr. Longo stated that a rider could be attached to the present policy. Because of time restraints, J. Mozeiko motioned that the Ashford School take on administrative and insurance liability role pending the resolution of the YMCA application for licensing and resolution of insurance coverage and costs. K. Rourke seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Business Manager––Don Neel spoke to the BOE on his role as business manager. They are now in the process of closing out the fiscal year. They should meet the schedule for the audit requirements. In the future, new software will be needed to be more efficient in the office.

New Hires: Katherine Truskoski has been hired full-time in the art department and Stephanie Noheimer has been hired full-time in the Physical Education/Health department. J. Mozeiko motioned to accept Katherine Truskoski and and Stephanie Noheimer to the staff at the Ashford Elementary School. Seconded by K. Rourke. Motion passed unanimously.

FY 15 Year-End Budget and Object Transfers: There were no transfers at this time.

BOE Summer Retreat: The Summer Retreat will be cancelled for July 23rd as there were too many members that couldn’t make that date. Dr. Longo will be choosing another date.

Memorandum of Agreement with AEA: RE: Post Retirement Healthcare––J. Mozeiko motioned to go into executive session at this time to discuss the Memorandum of Understanding ( MOU) and to invite Dr. Longo to attend. K. Rourke seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

The Board entered executive session at 9:30 pm. with J. Rupert, K. Warren, K. Rourke, J. Mozeiko, and Dr. Longo present .

The BOE came out of executive session at 9:37 pm with J. Rupert, K. Warren, K. Rourke, and J. Mozeiko along with Dr. Longo. K. Rourke motioned to accept the Memorandum of Understanding with AEA: RE: Post Retirement Healthcare regarding medical benefits for teachers under Article 11C of their contract and to authorize the BOE chair to authorize the MOU. J. Mozeiko seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Adjournment: J. Mozeiko motioned to adjourn at 9:37 p.m.

Recorded by:

Kay M. Warren]

Secretary, Ashford Board of Education

Approved by the Ashford Board of Education
