
Ashford Board of Education 
Regular Meeting Minutes – July 19, 2018 

7:00 pm 
Ashford School District Office Conference Room 

 
Note: Per CGS 10-218, Board of Education Meeting Minutes are provided in a draft format within 48 hours of the date the meeting was held. 
With the exceptions of motions and votes recorded, the minutes are unofficial until they have been read and approved by a majority vote by the 
Board. Should edits be necessary, they will be made at a regularly scheduled meeting, noted in the meeting minutes, and so voted upon. 
 
Call to Order 
Board Chair J. Lippert called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. Present were members J. Urban, K. Warren, J. 
Calarese (7:20 pm), and S. Gamache. Also present were Superintendent J. Longo and Asst. Principal G. Dukette. 
Present in the audience were AEA member J. Lindsay, R. Haeger, K. Johnston, S. Irvine and K. Kouatly. Unable to 
attend were members L. Donegan and M. Matthews. 
Communications 
Everyone had received the CABE booklet on the new laws passed by the General Assembly for 2018. 
Opportunity for Public Comment 

•   K. Johnston wanted to know where to send the survey for the EO Smith students from Ashford. They only 
received the surveys 2 days ago and her daughter didn’t have time to finish it. She would like it on the 
agenda again. 

•   R. Haeger stated she was looking forward on having the BOE start a Curriculum Committee. She also 
wanted to have some clarity on why Principal Hopkins’s title was changed. She also wanted an explanation 
on social literacy. 

•   S. Irvine stated that she was glad to see that the survey went out. 
Dr. Longo stated that he could give them their answers further down on the agenda. 
J. Lippert motioned to add to the agenda item 5d, New Business, to allow Dr. Longo to give explanations to the 
persons that spoke during public comment and J. Calarese seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
Approval of Minutes: Special Meeting 6/28/2018 
The following are the corrections to the minutes: 

• Under Year-End District and Administration Report 
   4th bullets, 2nd sentence change “was discussed”, to were discussed. 

• Under BOE Subcommittee Work Sessions 
• Under Personnel – end of first sentence 
  Change “in conference”, to in the conference 
• Under New Business, Item c: 

  2nd sentence change “must to be increased by $.10 to $2.85” to must be increased by $.10 to $2.85 
    as per federal mandate. 

• Under Old Business 
            Item a: add the word year between 10 and capital 

• Under Second Opportunity for Public Comment 
     1st bullet: 3rd sentence: change “She spoke the” to She spoke about the, AND change “classroom”        
  to classrooms; 
             4th line: change “asking if is it” to asking if it is 
             5th line: delete the word stated 
J. Calarese motioned to accept the minutes of the special meeting of June 28, 2018 and seconded by J. Urban. 
Passed unanimously. 
New Business 
a. Approval of FY 18 Year-End Budget Transfers 
Lisa Dyer wants to table her report to the end of the month as PO’s are still coming in from the vendors. 
b. Board of Education Goals 
In the future the Board wants to consider 3-year goals. Dr. Longo handed out some goals to be discussed at the 
retreat. The Board would like to see the bids for next year’s capital projects. 
c.  Discuss Agenda for 8/2/18 Strategic Planning Meeting  
Dr. Longo has invited Ann Littlefield, the Board’s attorney, to speak at the beginning of the retreat. 
d. Response to Questions from Public Comment 
Principal’s Title: Dr. Longo explained that by changing Mr. Hopkins’ title to Principal/Asst. Supt. it would give him 
some experience working partly as a superintendent in case he ever wanted to leave his position at Ashford School 
and it will allow Dr. Longo to mentor him.  
Social Literacy: Mr. Dukette stated that K-6 teachers are responsible for all subjects, with limitations due to time. In 
order to maximize efficiency and also support better student learning, Social Literacy combines reading instruction  
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with social studies. Both subjects are driven by the Common Core literacy standards so they work well together. In 
addition, Social Literacy provides the opportunity for students to read novels that are in context of what they are 
learning in social studies. For instance, if learning about Africa, students have a choice of novels about Africa. 
Research shows that extending learning beyond the subject and into other subjects better enables the learning to 
move into long-term storage. For grades 7-8, SS and ELA are still separate subjects but we are emphasizing as much 
interdisciplinary learning as possible.   
Old Business 
a. Student Survey Follow-up 
Surveys were sent to all recent Ashford School graduates. The results of the survey will be given out at the BOE 
retreat on Aug. 2. K. Warren also wanted the surveys to go to Windham Tech and any other school Ashford students 
were attending. 
b. Search Committee Update 
Mr. Dukette gave a recap of the search committee process. The 1st round consisted of an interview and a writing 
component. Troy and I looked over the writing. Teachers Jen Lindsay, Darcy Compton, and Maureen Connolly, a 
student Shannon Connolly, Troy and myself were the interview committee. The entire committee agreed upon the 
same top two candidates to move to the second round. The second round consisted of a 30-minute algebra lesson 
focused on stations learning and differentiation. Observing the lesson were teachers Darcy Compton and Maureen 
Connolly, as well as Troy, Cindy, and me. In addition, we had six students, ranging from students entering 6th grade 
to students entering 9th grade. All students wrote reflections on the two candidates and voted on who they preferred. 
Helene Poppleton received the majority of the student votes (4-2). In addition, our committee unanimously selected 
her as our choice as well. I called all references and they were sterling.  The search committee recommended Helene 
Poppleton for the middle school math position. 
K. Warren motioned to accept Helene Poppleton to be the new middle school math teacher seconded by J. Urban. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
c. BOE Curriculum Committee 
J. Lippert stated that K. Warren mentioned to him that State Statue 10-220(e) requires the BOE to appoint a 
curriculum committee. The committee will consist of teachers, BOE members, and general public. Discussion was 
had that maybe people in the audience would volunteer at the retreat to serve on this committee once the BOE 
decides who and how many will be on the committee. 
J. Lippert made a motion to add to the agenda under #8, salad bar, and move the rest of the agenda items down. 
Seconded by J. Calarese. Motion passed unanimously. 
S. Gamache reported that there is a grant to get a free salad bar for the cafeteria. Discussion followed. She stated that 
it takes from 12-18 months from the time you apply for the grant to receive the salad bar. The cafeteria committee 
will meet before a BOE meeting with the janitor and kitchen crew. 
Second Opportunity for Public Comment 
K. Kouatly stated that she preferred a video of the BOE meetings. She also was concerned that there would be waste 
to the salad bar. 
R. Haeger suggested having the salad bar for the upper grades only. With social literacy, she would like to see more 
on the student survey. 
S. Irvine asked that in the future that the BOE explain what they are talking about because sometimes the audience 
doesn’t know. She also suggested having pre-made salads then the students can have the protein added to it as they 
go through the line. 
Next Meeting Date/Agenda Items 
The next meeting is the BOE retreat on August 2 in the media center from 2pm to 7pm. Dr. Longo handed out a 
proposed agenda for the meeting. Discussion about live streaming or taping BOE meetings will be added to the 
agenda. 
J. Urban motioned to go into executive session at 9:20 pm. for the Superintendent’s evaluation and seconded by 
S. Gamache.  Motion passed. Present were K. Warren, J. Lippert, J. Urban, J. Calarese and Dr. Longo. The BOE 
and Dr. Longo exited the executive session at 9:40 pm. The decision was to table Dr. Longo’s evaluation until the 
retreat on Aug. 2. 
K. Warren motioned to go into executive session at 9:42 pm for discussing a personnel matter and seconded by J. 
Urban. Motion passed. Present were K. Warren, J. Lippert, J. Urban, and J. Calarese. The BOE exited the executive 
session at 10:20 pm. No action taken. 
J. Urban motioned to adjourn the meeting and seconded by S. Gamache. Meeting was adjourned at 10:22 pm. 
  
Minutes taken by 
 
 
Kay M. Warren, BOE Secretary 
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